CHARLES DARWIN
a two-volume work that cost him eight years labor and
concerning which he wrote, "I doubt whether the work
was worth so much time"; Origin of Species, in 1857;
Variation of Animals Under Domestication, in I860;
Fertilisation of Orchids, in 1862; Expression of
Emotions in Men and Animals, in 1S72; Descent of
Man, in 1871; and Power of Movement in Plants, in
1880.
Not one of these books was rushed to the printer.
He had learned exceeding carefulness and refused to
allow anything to be published until he had gone over it
again and again and again, checking the manuscript for
accuracy, clearness, and conservative statement. It was
fully two years after his return before the first book
was published. During all this time he was going over
his findings and results with Lyell, Henslow, Robert
Brown, and other scientists, and preparing his manu-
scripts in the light of their criticisms as well as of his
own deliberation.
His "Origin of Species.31 His first books, confined
as they were to matters of geology and zoology, caused
no particular stir among the public generally, although
they gave him the place among the leading scientific
men Professor Sedgwick had prophesied. But his Origin
of Species set the world afire with a controversy which
has raged until this day, though its flames appear now
only on the more remote frontiers of culture. It set
forth his theory of evolution by natural selection.
Since this book has had so profound an effect upon
185